MEDIA ADVISORY

UNEP and UN-HABITAT Launch Partnership on Greener Cities
What:
Interactive Press Conference to Launch New UNEP/UN-Habitat Partnership
When:
Monday, 7 April 2014, 3:00 – 4:30 pm
Where:
World Urban Forum 7, Medellin, Press Conference Room, Media Centre
Who:
Dr. Joan Clos, Executive Director of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)
Mr. Arab Hoballah, Chief of the Sustainable and Consumption Branch, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Mr. Yosuke Wakabayashi, Deputy Director General of the National and Regional Policy Bureau, Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, Japan
Mr. Pierre Victoria, Director of the Sustainable Development Department, Veolia Environment
Mr. Julian Goh, Acting Director of the Centre for Liveable Cities, Singapore
Over the past few decades, cities around the world have grown spatially faster than their populations. By some estimates,
urban areas now consume 75 per cent of the earth’s natural resources and produce 60 per cent of its greenhouse gas
emissions and 50 per cent of its waste.
As cities lose density and intensify sprawl, they lock themselves into unsustainable land use patterns where environmental
impacts are greater. Much peri-urban development is now destroying the natural capital that would provide resilience to
resource scarcity and climate change, especially for the poorest. Ensuring that future urban growth does not result in
further environmental degradation represents one of the biggest development challenges today.
Recognizing the importance of urban issues in the global environmental agenda, UNEP and UN-Habitat have joined forces
in a Partnership on Greener Cities, which will focus on three priorities: (1) resilient and resource efficient cities; (2)
sustainable transport and mobility; and (3) waste and waste water management.
The Partnership on Greener Cities will be launched through an interactive press conference in the presence of a high-level
panel of experts. Following a strategic presentation of the Partnership by the two lead organizations, UNEP and UNHabitat, the panel of experts will give substantive insights on the three priorities of the Partnership.
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